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The Farakunku Foundation helps children
in some of the poorest parts of
The Gambia to get an education and stay
healthy and well.

The Gambia is a small country in West Africa. Mostly
thought of as a holiday destination for winter sun yet
beyond the beaches and tourist hotels —
predominantly owned by foreign investors — most
Gambian families rely on subsistence farming and
fishing to survive.
School education is free in The Gambia, but pupils
have to provide many of their own books and
stationery; the cost of these essential items, along
with the school uniform, fares to get to school and
extra tuition is too much for many families and forces
their children to drop out of school.

But we don’t just support individual children and their
families; our work with nursery schools has helped
improve the conditions in school, tackled the problem
of young children going without food during the
school day and directly contributed to more children
attending class. Early years education has been shown
to be critical to overall educational outcomes and we
believe that ensuring these nursery schools give their
pupils the best possible start will bring huge rewards
in future years.

The Farakunku Foundation is five years old. In that
short time, we’ve already been able to help hundreds
At the Farakunku Foundation, we believe that poverty of children and young people get the opportunities
that most of us just take for granted. But we also
should never be a barrier to education. We provide
know that there is so much more to do .
support to those families that most need our help,
with our sponsorship scheme ensuring students have With your support, we know that we can meet the
everything they need for class.
challenge.

Why we help

1% of under 5s live in a
household with three or
more children’s books.

One third of
the poorest
girls in The
Gambia aged
9—12 have
never been to
school.

One in four Gambians live below
the international poverty line of
$1.90 (US) a day.

One third of primary-aged
children in rural areas of The
Gambia are out of school.

One in five Gambian
schools do not
have water and
sanitation facilities.

One in every four under 5s are
moderately or severely
stunted through malnutrition.

75% of Gambian
women aged 15-49
have undergone
female genital
mutilation (FGM).
As more women
reach higher levels
of education, FGM
incidences decrease.

31% of pre-primary
teachers have no
teaching qualifications.

Data and information from the Global Education Monitoring Report, UNICEF, the World Inequalities Database on Education and The Gambia Bureau for Statistics

Our sponsorship programme

We currently support 107 Gambian children through school
“My school is about eight kilometres away
from my home. I do walk to school every
day. Sometimes I do goes to school late and
my lessons have already commenced.
I decided to study Arts because I want to
study Law after my secondary school level.
The clubs we have in our school are: choir;
Press Club; Red Cross; Young Christians
Association; and Islamic Club. We also do
go for debate competition, quiz
competition and drama competition.”
Emma

“I go to school in Banjul

and the sponsorship helps
pay my fare to get there.
It helps my parents also;
without the sponsorship it
would be difficult for my
parents to give me the
fare every day. The
sponsorship also pays for
my books and other
learning materials.” Lalo

“I am the mother of Mai, and I am
very happy for your help. My
husband is not here and without
your help, Mai could not continue
her school—I don’t have the
money.” Sutay

44%
“This sponsorship has
helped me a lot—it’s
paid for my books,
pens and school fees,
and it even
encouraged me to
continue my
education.
Without this
sponsorship, I don’t
know how my
education would
have been.” Musa

56%

“I have had a
sponsorship since I was
in Grade 7. It reduces
pressure on my
mother—she’s the only
earner we have but the
Farakunku sponsorship
helps us now. It means I
can have lunches, and
also buy books, bags and
shoes. It’s helped me,
and helped us, so
much.” Ebrima

Popular career hopes:

Age range

6

“You have been helping me
since I was in Grade 7; I am
now in grade 11 and very
soon I will be graduating.
When I graduate I want to be
a nurse. “ Ida
At 6 years old, Bamba
is the youngest child
we currently support.
He is the first of his
siblings to go to school.

ABCDEFGHI

“I am attending a school which is in Banjul, the
capital city of The Gambia. Saint Augustine’s is a
Christian Mission School which was built in the
1920s. There are three buildings, each containing
four classrooms and a hall for assembly and other
important issues like debate and school award
ceremonies.
I am studying commerce as a course. The school is
offering commerce students nine subjects to study
and they are commerce, financial accountancy,
economics, business management, English
language, mathematics, agricultural science,
general science and history.” David

23

Karamo has had a
sponsorship since
2015. He is a keen
sportsman and wants
to be a soldier.

School support
We work with two amazing community nursery schools. These schools receive
no statutory funding but provide vital early learning opportunities for the
youngest children from the surrounding villages; our support means their
limited resources can be put where they are most needed, and that the children
who attend are well-fed and eager to learn.
Most of these young children would expect to go without a meal during the school day; not only does
this have an impact on their long-term health, but rumbling tummies are never conducive to learning.
We provide enough ingredients to both schools to ensure that every child gets a small, nutritious
meal every day of the term and the impact of this has been incredible—we’ve seen a fall in the
number of children being absent and an increase in enrolment rates, at one of the schools by a
staggering 24% since we first introduced the lunches. And feedback from the village health worker is
already suggesting that the physical health of the pupils has improved since the lunches were
introduced; we’re looking forward to seeing his full report at the end of the school year.

Lining up for lunches

“The students come from poor homes and mostly cannot afford three square
meals a day. They come to school but don’t have the food they need to keep
them going. This feeding programme has greatly improved the retention of
students in the school and it has also encouraged other children who now
want to be admitted to the school.” Mrs Kassama, Headteacher
With all the food bought locally, it’s not just the children that get to benefit and ensuring the community is engaged is
critical; whilst we pay the shopping bill, this project wouldn’t happen without the fantastic local women who come in to
cook the lunches on simple wood stoves for 450 hungry children. What we’ve seen with our work is supported by UNESCO
research: “Providing food in schools can improve some of the education, health and nutrition outcomes of schoolage
children whilst supporting the agricultural sector and benefitting the community. It is estimated that every dollar spent on
school feeding brings three dollars of economic activity.”
As the number of children attending increases, so it’s more important than ever that there are sufficient teachers in post.
We have been able to contribute by covering the salary costs of one teacher for the whole year, freeing up the school to
Reading books donated by Farakunku Foundation allocate funding to other key areas.

Financial management
As a small charity, we’re able to keep our costs down. Everyone who
works for us in the UK does so for free and we have very few
overheads. We guarantee that when a child is sponsored, every
penny of the donation will go towards meeting that child’s needs.

How we spend our money

Statement of Financial Activities
For the year end 31st March 2019
Unrestricted (£s) Restricted (£s) Total (£s) 2017 (£s)
Income from:

Donations
Trusts
Corporate donations
Total income

2,478
3,302
5,780

5,655
2,000
7,655

8,133
2,000
3,302
13,435

5,225
5,750
50
11,025

6,178
2,190
750
135
9,253

Expenditure on:

We have had another hugely successful year, increasing our income by 21% This
growth is in large part the result of generous funding from Playnetball.com, the
Souter Charitable Trust and the Grove Independent School. Funding from these
organisations has allowed us to grow our projects this year and will continue to
provide support into the new financial year. We would also like to thank every one of
our supporters who have made our work possible this year and helped us change so
many lives.

Child sponsorship
Tujereng Nursery
Batokunku Nursery
Raising funds
Total expenditure

825
681
1,035
147
2,688

5,655
1,670

7,325

6,480
2,351
1,035
147
10,013

Funds brought forward

1,521

3,659

5,180

3,408

Funds at year end

4,613

3,989

8,602

5,180

Reserves Policy
Once a child is sponsored with us, our aim is to see that support continue
through to when they leave school. To give us scope to do this, our reserves
policy requires us to hold back sufficient funds to cover a year’s sponsorship
for 10% of the young people on our Programme; this covers us in the event of
existing sponsors withdrawing their commitment, giving us time to find new
sponsors to carry on the support.

The Farakunku Foundation
Tattlebury
Borough Green Road
Ightham
TN15 9HS
www.farakunku.org
alex@farakunku.org

Registered Charity Number: 1165558

