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The Gambia is a small country in West Africa. Mostly 

thought of as a holiday destination for winter sun but 

beyond the beaches and tourist hotels—

predominantly owned by foreign investors– most 

Gambian families rely on subsistence farming and 

fishing to survive.  

School education is free in The Gambia, but pupils 

have to provide many of their own books and 

stationery; the cost of these essential items, along 

with the school uniform, is too much for many families 

and forces their children to drop out of school.   

At the Farakunku Foundation, we believe that poverty 

should never be a barrier to education. We provide 

support to those families that most need our help, 

with our sponsorship scheme ensuring students have 

everything they need for class.  

 

Research in The Gambia has shown that 

malnourishment amongst young children is a common 

issue, and there are obvious health implications that 

come with a lack of food. We were so concerned by 

this problem that we widened our support and tackled 

this issue head on by partnering with a nursery school 

to fund lunches for every child that attends. A second 

nursery school joined this programme this year.  

The Farakunku Foundation is four years old. In that 

time, we’ve been able to help hundreds of children 

and young people get the opportunities that most of 

us just take for granted. But we also know that we 

need to go further to help more families and more 

young people in the year ahead.  

With your support, we know that we can meet that 

challenge.  

Binta wants to be a nurse when she’s 

older. For now, she enjoys science 

lessons at school, and helps her family 

out with some of the housework.  

Binta’s father, Omar, is a tailor and using 

his treadle sewing machine makes many 

of the school uniforms that the local 

students wear. But such work pays very 

little and keeping Binta and her siblings in 

school was putting a strain on the family.  

We’re delighted that Binta is on our 

sponsorship programme and able to keep 

thinking about her future. 

The Farakunku Foundation helps children 

in some of the poorest parts of  

The Gambia to get an education and stay 

healthy and well. 

Abdoulie has been on our sponsorship 

programme for four years. His reports 

have steadily improved each year, and 

last summer in the national exams he 

achieved some of the best results that we 

saw. We’re incredibly proud of his 

achievements.  

Abdoulie is continuing his studies and 

we’re continuing to offer our support. He 

hopes to join the army when he leaves 

school.  

 



1% of under 5s live in a 

household with three or 

more children’s books.  

One third of primary-aged 

children in rural areas of The 

Gambia are out of school. One in every four under 5s are 

moderately or severely 

stunted through malnutrition. 

The poorest Gambians complete just four and a 

half years of education by the time they are 24. 

35% of Secondary pupils 

in The Gambia 

are over age for their grade. 

Why we help 

71% of Gambian young people aged 15-19 lack 

adequate understanding of sex-education and HIV/Aids 

11% of Gambian women aged 15-19 have had a baby 

One third of the 

poorest children 

in The Gambia 

aged 9—12 have 

never been to 

school. 

One in four Gambians live below 

the international poverty line of 

$1.90 (US) a day 

Data and information from the Global Education Monitoring Report, the World Inequalities Database on Education and The Gambia Bureau for Statistics 



Child sponsorship 

100. That’s how many young people we have helped through our sponsorship programme since 

The Farakunku Foundation started four years ago. It’s a huge milestone for a small charity but 

with 91 active sponsorships at the moment, and many more children needing our support, 

there’s so much more to do.  

It’s free to attend most schools in The Gambia, but students still have to buy books, stationery and uniform. For many 

parents, it’s a choice between those things and feeding their families and, not surprisingly, children have to be pulled from 

school. Our sponsorship programme is really very simple; we take poverty out of the equation by ensuring that children 

have the essentials that they need for class. Just £60 a year covers those costs, and anything that’s left over after school 

supplies have been purchased can be used for school lunches. The only assessment we make when deciding who to 

support is whether they need our help—we don’t select on gender, age or academic ability. 

Our support is most in demand amongst students in secondary school; this is when costs are at their highest and so is to 

be expected. Although some of the young people on our sponsorship programme are in their late teens and early 

twenties, all are still in school rather than further education; these older students will previously have missed several years 

of school when their families couldn’t afford to send them and are now in classes with much younger peers.  

 
Ester has been sponsored through The 

Farakunku Foundation for the last two 

years. Both of her parents are away 

seeking work and she and her sister live 

with relatives. 

She’s a bright child who enjoys attending 

nursery school— after a slightly slow start, 

her report for the last year saw her 

receive the highest possible mark for 

almost every subject. When we met with 

her, she was full of confidence and happy 

to chat away about her favourite things.  

Children on our sponsorship programme by age and gender 



School support 

We don’t just work with individual children and their families. By partnering directly with schools, we’ve 

been able to support even more young people.  

At Tujereng Nursery School, families are asked to make a 

small financial contribution that goes towards salaries, 

equipment and the general upkeep of the school. But 

many of the families can’t afford their share and with no 

statutory funding resources are incredibly stretched. This 

year, we’ve been able to continue our support by paying 

a teacher’s salary and ensuring that the school’s funds 

can be directed towards other essentials. Ms Mbassey 

Jabang teaches a class of 58 and this last term their 

lessons have followed themes that the children know well from their home lives; the market, 

domestic animals, fruits, vegetables and local transport. Most of the pupils will speak in their 

family’s language at home and with friends but when they enter the formal education system 

they have to learn in English. The work that the school does makes a huge difference in tackling 

this language barrier early on, giving the children the best possible start to their school lives.  

Many of the 250 pupils would expect to go the whole school day without a meal. In a country 

where so many young children show signs of malnourishment, this isn’t unusual but it was 

something that we wanted to address. For the third year running, we’ve been able to see that 

the school has all the ingredients they need to provide lunch for every pupil who comes to 

school. The menu varies, but is typically a Gambian fish or chicken stew with rice and is enough 

to keep those rumbling tummies at bay during the afternoons. Each child brings in a couple of 

sticks of firewood at the start of the week and the resulting pile powers the wood-fired stoves 

used by volunteer cooks from the local community. And with the fresh fish, chicken and 

vegetables purchased locally each week, these school lunches are not just benefiting the children 

but are providing a small boost to the local economy too.  

We would like to thank the Souter Charitable Trust and the Ashworth Charitable Trust for their 

support. 



The staff at the school 
wanted to do 
something to help. But 
with nowhere to 
prepare and cook food, 
that simply wasn’t 
possible. So The 
Farakunku Foundation 
provided the funds to 
build a kitchen. 

Many of Batokunku Nursery School’s pupils went 
without lunch during the school day. 

First, the builders made 
the bricks they’d need. 

And then with lots of work... ...and all those bricks... 

...the kitchen came together. 

 

We bought a term’s 
worth of ingredients too. 

The cooks got to work 

using the basic stoves 
they use in their homes 

and all 125 pupils now get 
lunch every day. 

 Senior Teacher, Mr Jatta, 
told us, “Now it is very 
rare to have a child absent, 
they all want to come back 
because of the food.” 

With many thanks to  
The Rozelle Trust for 
their help in making this 
happen.  



Financial management 

As a small charity, we’re able to keep our costs down. Everyone who 

works for us in the UK does so for free and we have very few 

overheads. We guarantee that when a child is sponsored, every 

penny of the donation will go towards meeting that child’s needs.  

 Unrestricted (£s) Restricted (£s) Total (£s) 2016 (£s) 

Income from:     

     

Donations 850 4,375 5,225 6,450 

Trusts  5,750 5,750 0 

Corporate donations 50  50 2,028 

Total income 900 10,125 11,025 8,478 

     

Expenditure on:     

     

Child sponsorship 1,803 4,375 6,178 5,240 

Tujereng Nursery 1,154 1,036 2,190 2,017 

Batokunku Nursery  750 750 0 

Raising funds 135  135 128 

Total expenditure 3,092 6,161 9,253 7,385 

     

Funds brought forward 3,713 -305 3,408 2,315 

     

Funds at year end 1,521 3,659 5,180 3,408 

Statement of Financial Activities 

For the year end 31st March 2018 

Reserves Policy 

Once a child is sponsored with us, our aim is to see that support continue 

through to when they leave school. To give us scope to do this, our reserves 

policy requires us to hold back sufficient funds to cover a year’s sponsorship 

for 10% of the young people on our Programme; this covers us in the event of 

existing sponsors withdrawing their commitment, giving us time to find new 

sponsors to carry on the support. 

We have had another hugely successful year, increasing our income by 30%. This 

growth is in large part the result of generous funding from The Rozelle Trust, the 

Souter Charitable Trust and the Ashworth Charitable Trust. Funding from these 

organisations has allowed us to take on more projects this year and will continue to 

provide support into the new financial year.  
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